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but the general tendency is for the revenue systems of the veloped Dative States to become gradually assimilated to those of British India. The same may be said of the outlying areas under British administration, such as Upper Burma, parts of Assam, and the Baluchistan Districts, where the revenue arrangements are still in a somewhat incomplete state and have not yet been brought into line with those of the older Provinces. In the following pages, therefore, which profess to indicate the general principles of the Indian land revenue administration, it has not been thought necessary to refer again to the systems at present in force in Native States, or in Districts of the nature above described.
Three           It will be found convenient to note the general features of
tranches of fc^e *nc^an *anc* revenue administration, whether xamlndlri or the sub- ryotwari, under three heads which represent the processes ject. actually followed: namely, (i) the preparation of the cadastral record, (as) the assessment of the revenue, and (3) the collection of the revenue so assessed. The first two processes are known collectively in most Provinces of India as the * Settlement' of the land revenue, and the officer who carries them out is known as the < Settlement Officer.' The duties of the assessing staff entail a minute local inspection from village to village through large tracts of country, and there are few officers of Government who are thrown more into contact with the people than the Settlement Officers, or have greater opportunities for understanding their Wants and feelings.
/.    The Cadastral Record
The cadas- An essential preliminary to the assessment of land in India, triii map, ag ;n otjler cjvjiized countries, is the preparation of a cadastral map. It is true that in Bengal, where the revenue was permanently assessed in 1793, the present assessment rests on information obtained without the aid of a survey; but this defect has given rise to inconveniences both fiscal and administrative, and it was found necessary in 1892 to introduce a cadastral survey and record in the Bihlr Districts of that Prcmnee In order to regulate the relations of landlord and tenant fa Provinces outside Bengal the existing assessments are bated iteoit without exception on a field to field survey. The imp is prepared in some instances by the scientific staff of the Surwp department; in others the skeleton data alone are provided .scientifically and the rest of the work is plotted by a local staff, A separate map is usually prepared for each * village/ the village in India being a tract of land corresponding in some ways to